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Omerk&ntuk, and south a single ridge projects towards
the Bay of Bengal, where it terminates west-south-
west of Brilasore, and is here called "Nilagherri,"
ending in the bluff-called the "Mylagiri" Hills.*

8.    On the south-west of the table-land of Omer- Bivers-
k&ntuk rise the Tapti and Poona Bivers, constituting

the two branches of the Tapti. The mountain range
between these two branches is called "M&h&deo," and
rises to 2,500 feet. Its average width is about 20 miles,
and it rises abrupt on both sides, which are covered
with forest. After the junction, the Tapti flows
through the S&thpoora Mountains 280 miles to the
sea.

The course of the Nerbudda, from its source at
Omerk&ntuk, and its precipitous fall over the table-
land at Mundla to Husshangabad, along the base of
the Vindhya Mountains on the north and the Sdthpoora
Mountains on the south, has already been mentioned
(para. 1). These two great rivers have been stated to
drain the basin of the Dekhan westwards.

9.    All the regions here described as constituting General Remarks
the Highlands of the Eastern Dekhan, contain dense

forest tracts swarming with wild animals, the usual
heavy game of the Indian jungles. Kecent writers
have described the wild and beautiful scenery of these
regions often called "Central India." Although the
writer has more than once passed across this country
he has not had such full opportunities of examining
the country as would justify an opinion as to its feas-
ibleness for European settlement. On the whole, he
must incline to the belief that it scarcely presents
such encouragement as other districts already de-
scribed. Lovely glades and vales bathed in perpetual
spring, braced in by mountain tracts nearly above the
zone of malaria, no doubt might be found, but in too
restricted an area to attract colonists. A few plateaux,
however, might be occupied, and the scheme of

* See end of this section, para. 10.